
 

OPERATIONAL DEFINITIONS FOR USING THE CIET 
 
 

Types of Patients 
 

1. Familiar presentation: Could include any of the following: a patient 
diagnosis/problem that is seen frequently in your setting, a patient with a diagnosis 
that the student has evaluated and treated more than once, a diagnosis that was 
specifically covered in the student’s didactic curriculum, a patient who does not 
have a complex medical history or complicated course of care for this episode of  
care in physical therapy. 
 

2. Complex presentation: Could include a patient problem/diagnosis that is rarely 
seen, a patient problem/diagnosis that the student did not cover in their didactic 
curriculum, a patient diagnosis that is rarely seen in this clinic, or the patient who 
has had a complicated course of care for the present episode of care or a complex 
medical history. 

 
Level of Clinical Instructor Support 

 
1. Guidance: Student is dependent on the CI to direct the evaluation/patient treatment; 

either the CI is present throughout the patient interaction or the student needs to 
discuss with the CI after each step of the evaluation and treatment.   
 

2. Supervision: Student is able to carry out the evaluation and treatment but needs to be 
monitored to correct minor errors in technique or to facilitate decision making. The 
student is able to make the correct clinical decisions with only a few verbal 
cues/suggestions from the CI. The CI is not directing their decision making.   
 

3. Independent: A student is considered “independent” if they are directing the 
evaluation and treatment and getting an effective outcome. If a student is coming to 
the CI for consultation about a patient’s evaluation or plan of care, or clarifying a 
clinical decision, this is not considered “Supervision”.  When the student is at the 
“independent” level of CI support for an item on the Patient Management Scale, the 
student is demonstrating the skills of a competent clinician.    
 
 

  



 

Patient Management Skills 
 

1. Well Below: Student requires Guidance from their clinical instructor to complete an item 
for all patients.  
 

2. Below: Student requires supervision and/or has difficulty with time management while 
completing the item for all patients. The student could continue to require Guidance for 
the patient with a more complex presentation while only needing Supervision with the 
patient with a familiar presentation. 
 

3. At That Level for Familiar Patients: Student is independently managing patients with a 
familiar presentation; they are at the level of a competent clinician with these patients 
when performing an item. Students require Supervision to manage patients with a 
complex presentation and they are below the level of a competent clinician for these 
patients. 
 

4. At That Level for all Patients:  Student is independently managing both patients with a 
familiar presentation and patients with a complex presentation. Student can carry an 
appropriate caseload for your clinic and achieve an effective outcome with patients. The 
student is at the level of a competent clinician in your setting. 
 

5. Above: Student is performing above the level of a competent clinician in your clinic. 
Clinical skills are highly effective and demonstrate the most current evidence in practice. 
The student can carry a higher than expected caseload. The student actively seeks out 
and develops independent learning opportunities. The student serves as a mentor to 
other students and provides resources to the clinical staff. 


